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Claims 

[d] l. A method of processing account-holder requests to 
authorize third-party transactions for an account at a fi- 
nancial institution on behalf of an account holder, the 
method comprising: 

receiving, at the financial institution, the account-holder 
requests to authorize the third-party transactions; 
matching at least one specific request from among the 
account-holder requests to at least one specific third- 
party participant; 

forwarding the at least one specific request to the at 
least one specific, third-party participant on behalf of 
the account holder; 

receiving, at the financial institution, at least one partici- 
pant confirmation from the at least one specific third- 
party participant; and 

forwarding, from the financial institution, an account- 
holder confirmation of the at least one participant con- 
firmation of the at least one specific request to the ac- 
count holder. 



[c2] 2. The method of claim 1 further comprising establishing 
a pre-existing list of prospective third-party partici- 



pants, wherein the at least one specific third-party par- 
ticipant is selected from the pre-existing list. 

[c3] 3. The method of claim 2 wherein at least one of the for- 
warding of the at least one specific request to the at 
least one specific, third-party participant and the receiv- 
ing, at the financial institution, the at least one partici- 
pant confirmation from the at least one specific third- 
party participant is accomplished in accordance with 
participant communication preferences stored in a par- 
ticipant profile for the at least one specific third-party 
participant, the participant profile being stored in a data 
repository comprising participant profiles associated 
with the prospective third-party participants. 

[c4] 4. The method of claim 1 wherein the forwarding, from 
the financial institution, of the account-holder confirma- 
tion of the at least one participant confirmation of the at 
least one specific request to the account holder is ac- 
complished in accordance with account-holder commu- 
nication preferences stored in an account-holder profile. 

[c5] 5. The method of claim 2 wherein the forwarding, from 
the financial institution, of the account-holder confirma- 
tion of the at least one participant confirmation of the at 
least one specific request to the account holder is ac- 
complished in accordance with account-holder commu- 



nication preferences stored in an account-holder profile. 

[c6] 6. The method of claim 1 wherein the account-holder 
requests comprise at least one direct-deposit request. 

[c7] 7. The method of claim 2 wherein the account-holder 
requests comprise at least one direct-deposit request. 

[c8] 8. The method of claim 3 wherein the account-holder 
requests comprise at least one direct-deposit request. 

[c9] g. The method of claim 4 wherein the account-holder 
requests comprise at least one direct-deposit request. 

[do] io. The method of claim 5 wherein the account-holder 
requests comprise at least one direct-deposit request. 

[cH] 11. A computer program product comprising a computer 
program for enabling a financial institution to authorize 
third-party transactions for an account on behalf of an 
account holder, the computer program further compris- 
ing: 

instructions for receiving account-holder requests to au- 
thorize the third-party transactions; 
instructions for matching specific requests from among 
the account-holder requests to specific third-party par- 
ticipants; 

instructions for forwarding the specific requests to the 



specific, third-party participants on behalf of the ac- 
count holder; 

instructions for receiving participant confirmations from 
the specific third-party participants; and 
instructions for forwarding an account-holder confirma- 
tion of the participant confirmations of specific requests 
to the account holder. 

[d2] 12. The computer program product of claim 11 wherein 
the computer program further comprises instructions for 
establishing a pre-existing list of prospective third-party 
participants, wherein the specific third-party participants 
are selected from the pre-existing list. 

[d3] 13. The computer program product of claim 12 wherein 
the computer program further comprises instructions for 
creating a participant profile comprising participant 
communication preferences for each prospective third- 
party participant. 

[d4] 14. The computer program product of claim 11 wherein 
the computer program further comprises instructions for 
creating an account-holder profile comprising account- 
holder communication preferences for the account 
holder. 

[d5] 15. The computer program product of claim 12 wherein 



the computer program further comprises instructions for 
creating an account-holder profile comprising account- 
holder communication preferences for the account 
holder. 

[d6] 16. The computer program product of claim 11 wherein 
the account-holder requests comprise direct-deposit re- 
quests. 

[d7] 17. The computer program product of claim 12 wherein 
the account-holder requests comprise direct-deposit re- 
quests. 

[d8] 18. The computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the account-holder requests comprise direct-deposit re- 
quests. 

[d9] 19. The computer program product of claim 14 wherein 
the account-holder requests comprise direct-deposit re- 
quests. 

[c20] 20. The computer program product of claim 15 wherein 
the account-holder requests comprise direct-deposit re- 
quests. 

[c21] 21. Apparatus to enable a financial institution to autho- 
rize third-party transactions for an account on behalf of 
an account holder, the apparatus comprising: 



means for receiving account-holder requests to autho- 
rize the third-party transactions; 
means for matching specific requests from among the 
account-holder requests to specific third-party partici- 
pants; 

means for forwarding the specific requests to the spe- 
cific, third-party participants on behalf of the account 
holder; 

means for receiving participant confirmations from the 
specific third-party participants; and 
means for forwarding an account-holder confirmation of 
the participant confirmations of specific requests to the 
account holder. 

[c22] 22. The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising means 
for establishing a pre-existing list of prospective third- 
party participants, wherein the specific third-party par- 
ticipants are selected from the pre-existing list. 

[c23] 23. The apparatus of claim 22 further comprising means 
for creating a participant profile comprising participant 
communication preferences for each prospective third- 
party participant. 

[c24] 24. The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising means 
for creating an account-holder profile comprising ac- 
count-holder communication preferences for the ac- 



count holder. 



[c25] 25. The apparatus of claim 22 further comprising means 
for creating an account-holder profile comprising ac- 
count-holder communication preferences for the ac- 
count holder. 

[c26] 26. A system to enable a financial institution to autho- 
rize third-party transactions for an account on behalf of 
an account holder, the system comprising: 
a user interface to receive account-holder requests to 
authorize the third-party transactions; 
at least one engine operatively connected to the user in- 
terface, the at least one engine to match specific re- 
quests from among the account-holder requests to spe- 
cific third-party participants; 

a third-party participant interface to forward the specific 
requests to the specific third-party participants, the 
third-party participant interface operatively connected to 
the at least one engine; 

at least one data repository operatively connected to the 
at least one engine, the at least one date repository fur- 
ther comprising third-party participant profiles; and 
a fulfillment system to provide account-holder confirma- 
tion of the specific requests, the fulfillment system oper- 
atively connected to the at least one engine. 



[c27] 27. The system of claim 26 wherein the third-party par- 
ticipant profiles further comprise participant communi- 
cation preferences for the specific third-party partici- 
pants. 

[c28] 28. The system of claim 26 wherein the specific third- 
party participants comprise direct depositors. 

[c29] 29. The system of claim 27 wherein the at least one data 
repository further comprises account-holder profiles, the 
account-holder profiles further comprising account- 
holder communication preferences. 

[c30] 30. The system of claim 29 wherein the account-holder 
communication preferences comprises at least one of 
electronic and paper communication preferences. 

[c31] 31. The system of claim 28 wherein the at least one data 
repository further comprises account-holder profiles, the 
account-holder profiles further comprising account- 
holder communication preferences. 

[c32] 32. The system of claim 31 wherein the account-holder 
communication preferences comprises at least one of 
electronic and paper communication preferences. 

[c33] 33. The system of claim 26 wherein the user interface is 
operable to receive the account-holder requests from 



the account-holder over the Internet. 



[c34] 34. The system of claim 27 wherein the user interface is 
operable to receive the account-holder requests from 
the account holder over the Internet. 

[c35] 35. The system of claim 28 wherein the user interface is 
operable to receive the account-holder requests from 
the account holder over the Internet. 



